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FACULTY 
NOTES
Dr. Channon  
Visscher ('00), 
associate professor 
of chemistry and 
planetary science, 
has been appointed 
director for the Andreas Center for 
Scholarship and Service. In this 
role, Visscher will lead efforts to 
support and develop a vibrant 
teaching faculty that excel in 
scholarship and vividly embody 
Dordt’s Reformed, Christ-centered 
worldview.
Dr. Mike Janssen,  
associate professor 
of mathematics, will 
serve as the new 
board executive 
secretary for the 
Association of Christians in the 
Mathematical Sciences. He will 
serve a four-year term.
Dr. Tony Jelsma,  
professor of biology, 
and Dr. Carl Fictorie 
('90), professor of 
chemistry, were 
elected as fellows in 




Christians in the 
sciences.
Dr. Jan van Vliet,  
professor of 
economics, wrote 
the closing chapter 
of a book titled 
Historical and 
Multidisciplinary Perspectives on 
Hope. His chapter is entitled “An 
Ontology of Human Flourishing: 
Economic Development and 
Epistemologies of Faith, Hope, 
and Love.”
Jeff Kelly now serves  
as the director of the 
K and K Dooyema 
Center for 
Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation. With 
a background in the restaurant 
and food service industry, Kelly 
brings leadership experience in 
fiscal planning and analysis, 
commodity management, vendor 
contract negotiations, annual 






Dordt University’s overall enrollment for the fall 2020 semester is 1,666—
the largest in the institution’s history. 
In August, the campus community 
welcomed 397 freshmen, the second-
largest incoming freshmen class in 10 
years, and Dordt’s master’s programs 
saw record enrollment for 
the fall semester.
Who could have predicted 
that Dordt would have 
such stellar fall semester 
enrollment, given the 
Covid-19 pandemic? 
Despite the uncertainty of this past 
spring and summer, Director of 
Admissions Greg Van Dyke ('02) and his 
team worked hard to meet high school 
students through virtual visits.
“In our virtual visits, we provided high 
school students and their parents 
with a chance to interact with faculty 
members, tour campus, meet with 
current students, and hear from 
President Erik Hoekstra,” says Van Dyke.
Thanks to the virtual visits, Dordt hosted 
more than 1,200 virtual visitors since 
the beginning of March—three times the 
approximately 400 high school students 
that would come for an in-person 
campus visit during a typical spring 
semester. 
The admissions team worked closely 
with all high school students as they 
navigated the college decision process 
during this challenging time.
“Since they didn’t have other activities 
like athletic events or curricular 
activities to keep them busy, high 
school students were more available 
to talk with admissions counselors and 
ask really important questions as they 
determined what school would be the 
best fit for them,” says Van 
Dyke. “It was very exciting 
to see students respond 
in a resounding ‘yes’ by 
committing to Dordt.”
New graduate programs 
were also a factor in this 
year’s record enrollment.
 “Our Master of Education program has 
more than doubled in three years, and 
we have excellent enrollment in our 
new Master of Social Work and Master 
of Public Administration programs,” 
says Steve Holtrop, director of graduate 
studies.
To Holtrop, the confluence of enhanced 
technologies and the resurgence of a 
desire for quality instead of convenience 
in online education have been a boon 
for Dordt’s graduate programs.
“Dordt has academic excellence, student 
engagement, that strong and unique 
Reformed perspective, and now online 
excellence and experience. We’re feeling 
empowered by all these blessings!” he 
says. 
SARAH MOSS (’10)
Although Dordt's admissions team has resumed traveling to visit with high school 
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